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F
or over 20 years, Jakub Spalti, 

, a Swiss tourist now aged 82, 
was a regular visitor to the 
famed Kovalam beach in 

Thiruvananthapuram. Giving English 
lessons to boys from poor families, he 
was a familiar face for the locals. But 
that was to change two years ago, 
when a complaint from two children 
compelled the Kerala Police to regis­
ter a case of child abuse against Spalti, 
leading to hls arrest and the confis­
cation of his passport. Spalti then 
jumped bail and has since disap­
peared, though many in Kovalam say 
he has been visiting the beach. 

Subsequent inquIrIes have 
revealed that more than 20 chlldren 
were sexually exploited by the re­
tired engineer who offered money, 
gifts and foreignjaunts not just to the 
chlldren but even their family mem­
bers. "Some of us were given mas­
sage training too. Two kids were 
taken to Switzerland. Some families 
were given up to Rs 75,000," says 
Dilip, 21, one ofSpalti's early victims 
who filed a complaint against him for 
sexual abuse . According to Dilip, the 
Swiss tourist had never used force 
but only enticements and says he was 
too young then to know the implica­
tions . "He used only boys and never 
touched girls . There are rings who 
supply boys to paedophiles in 
Kovalam," says Dilip, who has left 
Kerala as he feared physical threats 
from those running child prostitution 
rings in Kovalam. 

The case was brought under much 
scrutiny by two other Swiss women 
tourists who, after a visit to Kovalam, 
conveyed this to the Switzerland­
based network End Child Prostitution, 
Child Pornography & Trafficking of 
Children for Sexual Purposes (ECPAT 

International) . ECPAT, in turn, alerted 
a Bangalore-based NGO, which had re­
vealed the incidence of child abuse in 
tourist destinations of Goa and Kerala 
in a study in 2003. Investigations have 
shown that the Swiss national had a 
history of child abuse when he was in 
Sri Lanka. Australian tourist Michel 
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Corbett too was caught by the police 
from Kovalam for abusing local chil­
dren at his rented home. Within a cou­
ple of days, he sought permission to 
see his ailing mother. It was granted 
and Corbett has not been seen since. 
In a recent survey by Kerala's Mahila 
Samakhya Society (MSS), 38 of the 83 
children interviewed admitted to be­
ing abused sexually. 

Chosen as one of the world's 50 
must-see destinations by National 
Geographic magazine, tourism in 
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As child sex abusers find 
new hunting grounds in 
Kerala, the police struggle 
to get their act together 

Kerala is worth more than Rs 10,000 
crore a year. It grew 16 per cent in 
2009 when the number of foreign 
tourists touched six lakh. While cases 
like Spalti's have only managed to 
raise the eyebrows of authorities, de­
tailed studies conducted later by the 
MSS have revealed widespread preva­
lence ofchild abuse in the tourist des­
tinations ofKerala. "Ifforeign tourists 
are the culprits in Kovalam, domestic 
tourists, including celebrities, seem to 
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